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Finding Content Quickly: 4 Options 

Search the Site 
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Advanced 
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Search 
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Search Results 



‘LiveSearch’: Finds Content as you type … 

Type any 
phrase 
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best matches 
the phrase is 

listed … 

All content 
matching the 
phrase can be 

viewed 
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Multiple portals share the same platform – hardware, software, and networking 
infrastructure  that provides meta-data based data and content management facilities. 

LiveSearch finds all content in the same portal – in this case the SAEON portal. This 
happens irrespective of whether formal meta-data exists for the content. 
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On the other hand, searches on the basis of keywords, or advanced combinations of 
location, time coverage, and topic elements find only content for which formal meta-data 
has been created – in any of the supported standards. It is important to remember that it 

searches all meta-data visible to the portal – including meta-data in other portals. 



Finding Content Quickly – Formal Meta-Data 

Immediately 
Searchable  



Finding Content Quickly 

Immediately 
Searchable  

Immediately 
Searchable  



Search Page 

Simple and 
Advanced 
Searches 



Keyword (Simple) Search 

Search on 
Keyword 

Search on 
Keyword 



Typical Search Result 

Results are 
returned 

Approximate 
Location 

Applicable 
Meta-Data 



Filtering the Search Result 

Filter the 
results on the 

basis of a 
number of 
important 

characteristics 

Filters limit the 
results in this 

tab. 



Search Result Analysis 



Search Result Analysis 



Detailed Spatial Distribution of Data 

Mouse-over 
indicates the 
spatial extent 

of the data 



Advanced Search 

Advanced 
Search Facility 

Select spatial, 
temporal, and 

topic 
coverages 



Navigating to Online Resources 

‘Open Link’ 
opens the 

detailed meta-
data record 

‘Open Service’ 
assesses the 
online links 

and attempts 
to open them 

One can also 
attempt to 

open 
individual 

online 
resources here 

A search result has a link to the 
original meta-data. It also contains 
one or more ‘online resource’ links, 

usually to data.  

Online resources cannot always be opened. 
The data portal does not control the content 
of meta-data (yet), and some URLs cannot be 
viewed without a special client application. 



Online Resource Types 

The SAEON Data Portal will correctly display or link to the 
following types of URL: 

• Web Map Services, Web Feature Services and other OGC 
standard services 

• Web pages and websites 

• Downloadable files (ZIP, CSV, PDF, ...) 

• EcoGrid protocol used by MetaCAT (Release end March 2012) 

• KML and GeoRSS files (Release end March 2012) 

• SensorWeb services (Release end March 2012) 

 



Detailed Meta-Data Record 

‘Open Link’ 
opens the 

detailed meta-
data record 



Data Preview: Web Map Service Example 

Standardised Data 
can be previewed 

It can also be 
downloaded in a 

variety of formats – 
depending on the 
type of resource. 



Potentially multiple data sets in the same service 

Select alternative 
layer 



Alternative data layer at same service 

FAO Forest Cover 


