Understanding recent change in river-floodplain
connectivity for river restoration in the Baviaans
catchment
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Geomorphic connectivity & rationale

Baviaans River - floodplain ‘dis-connectivity’
Restoring connectivity

Broader considerations for a Thicket catchment




Why study geomorphic connectivity?

— Understanding complex systems (Brierley et al., 2006;
Harvey, 2002)

— Applications -------- river restoration (Kondolf, 2006)

Knowledge gap
— South African catchments
— Government restoration programmes
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Important Thicket catchment

Recent channel incision

A case-study: system-specific connectivity, human influences,
connectivity applications
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Cultivation on floodplain

Drainage furrows & earthen berms "~ Connectivity of
ey water and sediment
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1981/84 peak floods

1996 peak floods
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Considerations for a Thicket catchment

Connectivity scales and holism

Restoration goals and trade-offs?
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