RESTORATION BEGINS WITH AWARENESS

... A case study with primary school
learners in the Baviaanskloof

Lucie Chuchmakova
November 3, 2011

@ 4’

WESSA: lovinglands

?_%

Yesence

EA
I’IOE 935.‘ \"L




Presentation outline

Intro ... three questions at the beginning
Methods
Outcomes

Conclusions & Recommendations




Intro ... 3 questions at the beginning

 Why restoration awareness?
 Why Baviaanskloof?

 Why children?
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Presentation Notes
Why restoration awareness? – to assure the community involvement/participation in restoration activities
Why Baviaanskloof? – Baviaanskloof is a restoration hot-spot, wide and diverse restoration activities are taking place there
Why children? – landscape restoration is a long-term process and the learners/children are our future stakeholders


What do we need to know before
restoration begins?

Perception/appreciation of ecos. serv. (ES)
Awareness about landscape degradation

Personal relation to the area
Who (do they think) should act?
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Methodology

Respondents

* 107 learners (57 girls, 50 boys)
e Local primary school

* Age 9 —15years




Methodology g

Data collection methods

* Drawing

* Questionnaire survey

e Group discussions

* Pebble distribution method (PDM)
* Scenario stories

e [Interviews with locals, observation
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Presentation Notes
Drawing – ‘What nature did for you today?’


TEKENING - WAT HET DIE NATUUR VANDAG VIR JOU GEDOEN?
Hello, ek vra u samewerking deur die taak hierdie onder te voltooi wat my baie sal help met my studies hier by
Kouga Dam. Jou skoolpunte sal nie be-invloed word deur jou antwoord nie. Dankie vir u ondersteuning. ©

In die spasie hierdie onder teken 'n prent van die volgende:
WAT DINK JY HET DIE NATUUR VANDAG VIR JOU G6EDOEN OF GEGEE?
HOEKOM IS DIE NATUUR BELANGRIK IN JOU LEWE?

Verwys na die dele in jou skets en onder aan skryf 'n paar sinne om te verduidelik hoekom jou skets wys wat die
natuur vir jou gedoen het vandag

cwier e|

Geskrewe verduidelik van jou skets. Hoekom jou skets wys wat het die natuur vir jou vandag gedoen en hoekom is
die natuur belangrik in jou lewe? ( Skryf op die agterkant indien meer spasie benodig)
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Presentation Notes
Recreation – playing outdoor is the most common/frequent activity that learners do
Aesthetic information – ‘The hills will not be nice if there are no trees on the hills around’
Oxygen provision – 30% of the learners stated that ‘We need trees because they give us fresh air’
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Presentation Notes
All of these ES’s are highly recognized & appreciated, … however:
Shade provision – this ES is appreciated, however, only as a shade provision for PEOPLE, not for the LAND (which spekboom provides mostly)
Medicinal resources – the only natural source of medicine the learners know comes form Aloe Ferox, they are not aware about the use of Spekboom as a medicinal source
Raw material provision – learners perceive mainly wood provision, which Spekboom does not provide


Perception of Landscape Degradation

LD seen as a loss of:

* Homes of animals (60%)
 Shade for people (50%)

» Aesthetic information (40%)

Causes : livestock (50%)
Solution: restoration (60%)




Personal relation to the Baviaanskloof

Wish to stay/live in the Baviaanskloof

City Kruger NP Baviaanskloof

(office job) (tourist guide) (tourist guide)
Girls 30% 30% 40%

Boys 60% 20% 20%
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Who should take an action?

Everyone else but not
me or people from the
community!




Conclusions

* Learners perceive ES’s from all ecosystem function
groups

* The relevance of these perceptions for restoration
activities differs

e Learners have some misconceptions or not clear
perceptions of ES provided by vegetation

e One third of them has very positive relation to the
Baviaanskloof




Recommendations

Before restoration begins, find out:

* Do the stakeholders recognize LD?

Do they perceive it as a problem?

* Are they aware of what they loose/gain?
e Aretheyaware what to do and why?

Do they want to cooperate?
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