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You can’t know where you’re going  
until you know where you’re from 

…so, where have we come from? 
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Thicket – The Lost Biome 

• Acock’s – ‘transitional’  

• CSIR Co-operative Scientific Programmes 1980s  

• First Valley Bushveld / Subtropical Thicket Symposium – 
Grasslands Society (Zacharias et al. 1991) 

• Recognised as a biome in 1996 (Low & Rebelo 1996) 

• Maputaland-Pondoland-Albany hotspot confirmed 2005 

• Historically under-researched - dense, spiny, hot &dry 

• Dominates historically neglected provinces 
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The STEP Project 

• 45% of solid thicket types severely transformed 

• Declining returns on ‘traditional’ agriculture 

• STEP Project 2001 – 2004 

• Spatial prioritisation released 2003 

• STEP Implementation Strategy launched 2003 

• Thicket Forum established 2004 
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The Goals of Thicket Forum 

• Promote conservation of thicket 

• Encourage research into thicket 

• Promote young environmental professionals 

• Promote the STEP Implementation Strategy  

• Complement the Eastern Cape Implementation Committee 

• Social learning 

Keeping people on the land in living landscapes 

 



Thicket Forum – The Events 

• 2004 – Zuurberg, near Addo 

• 2005 – Grahamstown 

• 2006 – Döhne Agricultural Development Institute, Stutterheim 

• 2007 – Rhodes University, Grahamstown,  

• 2008 – Thomas Baines, Grahamstown 

• 2009 – Assegai Trails, Grahamstown 

• 2010 – Assegai Trails, Grahamstown 

• 2011 – The Monument, Grahamstown  
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Thicket Forum – The Changing Focus 

• 2004 – mainly academics, hosted by the STEP Project 

• 2005 – Grahamstown 

• 2006 – ‘knowledge-interfacing’, discussion-style format 

• 2007 – Combined with Grasslands Society, improved stakeholder 
representation, first farm visit (Yendall’s) 

• 2008 – GFRR carbon visit, biofuels/Meadery visit, first alien hack 

• 2009 –Coega Nursery visit, second alien hack 

• 2010 – Spekboom planting Crown River Safaris 

• 2011 – Big attendance 
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Thicket Forum – The People 

• 2004 – Andre Boshoff and Sharon Wilson 

• 2005 to 2006 – Andrew Knight 

• 2007 to 2010 – Gillian McGregor 

• 2011 – Dieter van den Broeck and Mike Powell 
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Other influential individuals: 
Richard Cowling, Lynn Phillips, Niels de Ridder, 
Pieter Conradie, Suna Harmse, Abigail Kamineth, 
Jonathan Pryor, Clayton Weatherall-Thomas, Zelda 
Odendaal, etc… 

 



Promoting Thicket Forum 

Website 
- www.thicketforum.co.za 

Scientific articles  
- Knight & Cowling 2007 
- Shackleton et al. 2009 
- Smith et al. 2009 
- Knight et al. 2011 

The STEP Strategy 
- Knight et al. 2003 

M-P-A Hotspot 
- Mittermeier et al. 2005 
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Why is Thicket Forum Important? 

Keeping people on the land in living landscapes 

 Subtropical Thicket is in an internationally-recognised ‘hotspot’ 

  Complements the ECIC 

TF is non-partisan and non-aligned 

 Members collectively possess vast expertise and experience 

 TF is a truly stakeholder-driven initiative 

  Uniquely positioned to ensure persistence of thicket 



…so, where are we going? 
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…that’s where we’ve been… 
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