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• GOAL:  Biodiversity and ecosystem services contribute to economic 
development and human well-being in municipalities.

• PURPOSE: To build capacity of local authorities and civil society partners 
to enable wise and informed biodiversity management.

• PARTNERS: SANBI, COGTA, DEA, SALGA

National Municipal Biodiversity
programme

• KRA 1: Mainstreaming Biodiversity into integrated development

planning, spatial planning and land-use management

• KRA 2: Unlocking Socio-Economic opportunities from Municipal 
Nature Reserves and Open Spaces

• KRA 3: Strengthening regulatory, legislative and fiscal policy 
for protection of biodiversity by local governments

• KRA 4: Strengthening Biodiversity-related Climate Change response 
Strategies within local authorities



Why a Biodiversity Summaries project ?

• SANBI mandate: Reporting on levels of biodiversity,  
developing tools for reporting, informing policy and 
actions affecting biodiversity

– Biodiversity planning 

• Road blocks

– Data availability

– Capacity within municipalities



Municipal Biodiversity Summary Biodiversity Sector Plan

Provincial or fine-scale spatial biodiversity plan

Published Bioregional Plan

• Map of biodiversity features 
(threatened ecosystems, rivers, 
wetlands, estuaries, protected 
areas)

• Supplementary information (e.g. 
vegetation types)

• Summary statistics

• No guidelines but some planning 
implications 

• Primarily a reporting tool

• Map of Critical Biodiversity Areas 
(CBAs)

• Design-based to achieve 
biodiversity targets (SBP 
principles)

• Land management objectives

• Land-use guidelines

• Additional requirements ito
Guideline 

• LUPDM tool

• Published ito the Biodiversity Act

• Map of Critical Biodiversity Areas 
(CBAs)

• Design-based to achieve 
biodiversity targets (SBP 
principles)

• Land management objectives

• Land-use guidelines (optional)

• Land-use planning & decision-
making (LUPDM) tool



ECBP



Summaries provide:

• To each municipality:

– Biodiversity summary statistics

– Terrestrial biodiversity summary map

– Shape files for biodiversity features 

– Access to an interactive map 

– Series of generic fact sheets



BGIS Municipal Biodiversity Index

http://bgis.sanbi.org



Biodiversity statistics and 
data downloads



1. Biodiversity statistics report

• Download an automatically generated report



2. Biodiversity 
summary maps:



Amahlathi



3. GIS Shape files

• Series of shape files for biodiversity features:
– Municipal Boundary

– Land Cover 

– Land-based Protected Areas

– Marine Protected Areas– Marine Protected Areas

– Biomes

– Vegetation types 

– Threatened terrestrial ecosystems (pending) 

– Water Management Areas

– Main Rivers

– Estuaries



4. Interactive map



5. Series of fact sheets

• Fact sheet 1: Introduction to the project

• Fact sheet 2: Descriptions of biodiversity features 

• Fact sheet 3: How to use the products

• Fact sheet 4: Environmental legislation

• Fact sheet 5: Terrestrial ecosystems

• Fact sheet 6: Freshwater ecosystems 

• Fact sheet 7: Marine and coastal ecosystems 

• Fact sheet 8: Bioregional plans & biodiversity sector plans



Series of factsheets cont.



Series of factsheets cont.



6. Benefits of biodiversity info for 
municipalities

• NEMA listed acitivities and Ecosystem Threat 
Status

• Early warning signal, Planning Filter

• Inform:
– further investigation requirements

– scale and type of development

– alternative location

• Desk-top Tool/Aid, not replace biodiversity 
specialist and in-field assessment



�SDF
- Legally binding spatial framework

- Spatial depiction of IDP

- Tool that integrates all Sector Plans of the IDP

[often lacking in biodiversity representivity]

6. Benefits of biodiversity info for 
municipalities

18

[often lacking in biodiversity representivity]

– Biodiversity Summaries can be used for spatially 
highlighting priority biodiversity for avoiding 
development; and for prioritising green LED action.

– Status quo reporting



6. Benefits of biodiversity info for 
municipalities

• Integrated Development Plan (IDP)
- Multi-sectoral planning at municipal level

- Includes an Environmental Sector Plan

- Biodiversity Summary in IDP development  input to:
- Environmental Management Framework- Environmental Management Framework

- Strategic Environmental Assessment

- State of the Environment Reports

- Land and Water Use Applications

- Stewardship, LED projects, agri-clearing
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